[image: image1.jpg]MARYLAND
FOOD BANK

UNTIL HUNGER ENDS.





Mission: 
To lead the movement and nurture the belief that together we can improve the lives of Marylanders by ending hunger.
2011 Fact Sheet
Who We Are and What We Do

· The Maryland Food Bank was founded in 1979 as the first food bank on the East Coast. 

· The Maryland Food Bank is a member of Feeding America, the nation’s food bank network.
· We serve all of Maryland except Prince George’s and Montgomery counties, which are served by a sister food bank located in Washington, DC. 
· We operate a 93,000-square-foot warehouse in Baltimore County and a 13,200-square-foot facility in Wicomico County, which serves the Eastern Shore.

· We solicit food and monetary donations from manufacturers, growers, retailers, wholesalers, corporations and individuals.
· Food is distributed to the hungry through a network of more than 600 soup kitchens, pantries, shelters and other community-based organizations across the state.  
· In Fiscal Year 2011, the Maryland Food Bank distributed more than 23 million pounds of food – the equivalent of almost 18 million meals.  
· Since Fiscal Year 2007, the Maryland Food Bank’s distribution has increased by 96 percent. 

· Monetary donations are used to supplement food donations so we can consistently provide high-demand items. Because we purchase in bulk at wholesale prices, we can stretch our funds further.

Who Benefits From Our Work

The faces of hunger will surprise you. While the homeless continue to be the most visible, many who need food assistance now are middle class families, the elderly, and the working poor.  The high cost of living in Maryland has left many residents struggling to make ends meet.   
· 509,141 Marylanders currently live below the federal poverty level.  Of this, 380,786 live in the Maryland Food Bank’s service area. 
· In the past year, 40,000 more Marylanders have fallen below the poverty line.  

· 30 percent of those living in poverty are children.  

· 466,660 people in our service area are food insecure, meaning they are unsure of where their next meal is coming from.  
· 45 percent of those who are food insecure live above the threshold for government assistance and have nowhere to turn except their local soup kitchen or food pantry.  

Our Programs
· SNAP Outreach.  The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP; formerly known as food stamps) is a federal food assistance program that is under-utilized among senior citizens.  The Maryland Food Bank hosts outreach events to promote the program and guide seniors step-by-step through the application process.    
· Pantry on the Go.  Pantry on the Go delivers bulk loads of fresh and non-perishable food to rural areas of the state where access to food assistance is limited.  Food is distributed immediately upon delivery to individuals and families in need.  
· Produce Giveaways.  Thousands of pounds of fresh fruits and vegetables are delivered to central locations in urban areas for immediate distribution to individuals and families in need.  Produce Giveaways are often paired with SNAP Outreach events, reaching seniors that may not be able to afford produce on fixed incomes. 
· Supper Club.   Supper Clubs provide children with healthy meals while they participate in after-school programs.  
· School Pantry.   School pantries engage parents and guardians in volunteerism at their child’s school while distributing food from a school-operated food pantry.  The goal of the program is to provide food for children going hungry while also encouraging parental involvement among parents who might not otherwise take an active role in their child’s education.  
· Summer Food Service Program.  This program addresses child hunger in the summer when children no longer have access to free and reduced-price meals through school.  Sites are located in communities where at least 50 percent of students in school receive free or reduced price lunches.
· FoodWorks.  Our community kitchen program where donated food is prepared, quick-frozen and packaged for distribution to our network of food providers.  The program is managed by a professional chef and trainees, who will be educated in nutrition and proper food handling, so they can be placed in jobs in the food service field after graduating the program.  
Get Involved
· Donate.  One dollar can provide more than three pounds worth of food!  Give online at mdfoodbank.org, mail a check, or call 410-737-8282 ext. 221 to pay by credit card or set up a an electronic funds transfer process.

· Volunteer.  The Maryland Food Bank could not operate without the support of volunteers!  Call 410-737-8282 ext. 232 to set up a volunteer session. You are welcome to bring a team from your office, neighborhood, or professional association.  

· Advocate. Spread the word about hunger in Maryland and how we can come together to end it.

· Like us on Facebook; Follow us on Twitter!
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